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pearance that it may have' of inconsistency u ith previous 
kmnvledym is wholly superficial, ami soon passes awav, 
Wo believe that tho present unfortunate stair of phi¬ 
losophy is dm* in a hiyh dry tve to a wrony oinception 
of the problrm offered by philosophy, and of the proper 
met hod of its solution. It ran hardly lie said that phi¬ 
losophy has uniformly accepted any tinny for yranfrd* 
unless it lu* the validity of the deductive process. It lias 
more and more distinctly proposed to itself the task of 
puUiny secure foundations under all knowledge; or, if the 
more modest expression be preferred, of diseovetmy the 
secure foundations that underlie alt knowledym If this 
effort h understood to exclude all post tllates of all softs, 
to sfatt in clear and complete know Irdye, and to rnrrv the 
I i y h t of primal}' piinriplr* thiottyh to the very end, it 
involves an impos able and irrational effort. Its lesttlts so 
far have sdiicientlv shown it, impos ability, Tim point 
we now urye j; its irratioualit\s It i . tie* of in e tit mason 
many the word to tovm‘ alt our hiy host power, ot coin- 
prelum .ion in its ultimate action, lot to tutu ad fhinys 
info know ledye* but to disclose the mse^aiy limit . of 
knowledye, to discover w hat is rational and what is 
irrational in irnpmy, ami to see those testib tnm , w Inch 
air.** bom flu* natme of mind, and to satisfy ifsrlf with 
th nn. Reason is not a kind of oiuui a nan r, Refute w In or 

\ isi* si all t limy. mu 4 bee oine 11 aits par* ut. 1 lu* Iiiylie 4 

fuiiitioii of »v a on i« rxptv.*ed in if, power to ni.fy 
it self with t he unhuow m provided that it s. t!ie unknown 
siiiipl\ by tyiny on tin* limits of the lmri/uu, -imply by 
In a in; a fit 4 term w Inch mu 4 be cum ed* d a * a < nudif ion 
to a .reond fruit, Reason due , not oveileap it .elf, not 
deem the effort to d*» so any * ulna tluu the irrational 
thin;* whit it it is 
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PRKFACK 


'Tills volume* may serin to In* emintruetcd <m the idea 
of yatheriu;* up tin* fragments that nothing may be lost. 

Till -i precept, however, wise a i it often is, does not express 
tin* law of pr<nltuiion in thr present case. A fevv points 
in philosophy invited mmv clear or more? thtmmyji state** 
men!. This labor t chose to undertake directly ami 
brietl), lather than to at tempt it as a part of a more* ex*, 
tenths] and systematic work, One evil in philosophy is 
the at eniiitdation of fruitless di wwon ms. A few positions 
fortunately taken may lie easily lost ill their praetiYai 
value by the extended treatises which accompany them* 
tiaversiuy old pound with no sufficient n-avaid, Philuso* 
pity, above urn 4 topics, call . for an e\p|f it statement of 
a few fundamental principles, and a pushmy of inquiry in 
referem e to them* fill some sail. factory conclusion is 
rtsnlmd, din* present volume aim . to make, in tin* most 
diretf way, a MtittrilniliMii on the mute obscure topics of 
ptiilus? f[»h\, Win! it lias to ,av i i not, tale si i nllectively, 
extended, and may (w still farther ledueed by the reader 
by c<mfmum hi * attention to the one or more subjects 
vomit may appeal direetly to !dm. ( hdy one of these 
discussions that on liberty lias appeared elsewhere, and 
that * s .ay Inc* been somewhat modified. 

While the dt-umaons flow offered tom li very closely 
tIn- points at issue between thr empirical and the intui 

iil 

aivilfttiv I MttAftlFS 

<aTWvCH& .rfoaOM C '>rc\VV( 

ss: so. s . o 



IV 


PROBLEMS IN PHILOSOPHY. 


tive tendencies in philosophy, they arc n<>i conducted 
with any express conformity to either mode of imptit), 
There is, in the consideration of these fundament a! «jue * 
tions, a distinct recognition of the fact that the plm 
nomena of mind cannot find a rational suhstraiiim <o 
thought within themselves as phenomena nunad\ ; ear! 
also a recognition of the fact that it i; these vrn phe 
nomena, and these only, that call for explanation, ‘['he 
effort has been, therefore, to bring appropriate idea-* to 
the interpretation of mental facts, as broadly and tolly 
contained in human experience. 

Any obscurity that may attach to these di-am . mm-,, 
while it may be due in part to a defective treatment. i. 
also in part due to the unavoidable difficulty uhnlt 
attends on the concise handling of topics remote imm 
familiar thought. The separation of each diseu - .ion in 
volves occasionally a slight repetition, yet on tin- wlmlt 
favors brevity. 
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PROBLEMS IN PHILOSOPHY, 


i. 

Methods in Philosophy. 

A survey of tin* products of human thnujjht in phi- 
lost»phy impresses upon the mint! some dRtyiveabh 1 eon* 
clllsb if!S» lilts Utost t »bvt* m * ot t hr *e I 1 * the t* K t If 4Ud 
cinlIt'*,s variety of the antagonism between systems of 
philosophy, and the hopele. J\ enrat in character ut many 
of thr o systems, When, however, we are about to draw 
tlm natural emu hi Am from mull a irwdt, that tins held 
is mtlter one of uncertainties, ur «»r beyond the si ope of 
our power a \v« * aie led to < tbserve that t!n»',e who have 
impressed tin i opinion have not themselves adhered to 
it, but have bequently constructed the* a ies, i»r yivett 
oeea a* m to t heir eon a met nun as e\c trine 41 the most 
evlteme *1 those tlimy hair been intended to displace, 
Seine r has in 4 tor b my tid itself ot a metaphy a* by 
seofftny at metaphysics, but has only Jed the way to one 
of 4 p< mliaiiy ditli* nil and untenable older, A toilaiu 
fatality, 01 mfhrr ,1 supreme b us e of nature, i. di ,t hoed 
in thouyhthtl minds, driving them, or liter, mote 

or les , toinpl ti Iv, %\ it h ill the iliastinat * in le of phi 
lo ,ophy. No amount of failure dt s oiinuuo the venture 
some spirit of man luan a new voyage of diseovery in 
search *1 the pole * of thought. 


1 



2 


PROBLEMS IN PHILOSOPHY. 


In studying the history of philosophy, wo mhui taokr a 
farther observation, that the course of *iju*eu!ntmn ha* 
not been without direction or without return, fno iu * 
confined itself to a comparatively naiom muf 
orbit, over which it has passed many times, hh tudijm ,0 
each new circuit secondary points of conn turn and one 
plification. There is in this fact, wisely Inched at, yn mnd - 
of encouragement. It seems to di wlmo a jtu n j,»*t *4 
nearest approach to the truth, as well mm nt \ n? h 4 
remove from it ; audit indicates that it* tin* mind w nm 
yet able to hold fast and complete tin* ynin> of tin , *?ir 
relation, no more can it be satisfied with tin* !♦»■. -? * t tin 

other. It seems possible that the al.muiii- mnaii i\\ 
of the present orbit of revolution in pSnio ,np!i\ nm 
disappear, and there remain only that drbt m*.* dLaom 
of human thought which combines the her mui tin- 
stable. 


The extravagance of conclusion-, in plui-i ..pin . .,:-i 
, pared with those of any other field ui.|uh>.\, . m. ,,, 
arise from the fact that research in tin-; dt-juttm- nt - -m 
mences with no recognized limitation-.. i-'o-m the ■», 
beginning it casts off, of set purpose, the ,adman ,.dh 
tions of inquiry, and proposes, in one tempo,ite pso, - 
initiated with little or no guidance to <1< tin, It.oh fit 
proper method and the sure results of -,pe, ulatmo, , 
ence lias in hand for constant use all its tatdm.d id..,.. 
It accepts as valid the ordinary exponent es and the , n ,l* 
nary .logic 0 f life, and searches only for ,j„. ,, „„ |,» 
which he within them. Hence its lh .\, 

and easily tested, and its results an: hnue.ht vutl.m Hut 
familiar circle which holds all our knoudetl-e \ t!i 
covery in science maybe fresh and smp,i 1,4; „ s , un . 

strange, incomprehensible, a.ul entradu tore! \, n 



